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FIGURE 18.11. The rate of spread of replicating RNA molecules along a cap-
illary tube. The experiment was seeded with a very low concentration of a
particular 133-bp sequence. Wave fronts can be seen propagating at constant
velocity to either side of the positions where the progeny of single RNA mol-
ecules established themselves. The arrow shows a sharp increase in growth
rate caused by the evolution of a faster-replicating variant.
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